[Port site metastases, current state of knowledge].
Laparoscopic procedures performed for diagnostic or staging purposes or even for a treatment, incorporate a certain risk for port-sites metastases. That possibility seems more potential with this method than with the open procedures. According to the works of Hugues, Welch and after that of Reilly, we do know that the percentage of wound metastatization in median laparotomies should be below 1%. In colorectal surgery this complication has been described with an incidence of 21%. Diverse factors influencing this phenomenon are reviewed. Nowadays the overall incidence of this complication seems to be significantly lower and two recent papers on laparoscopic colorectal surgery show an incidence varying between 0.2 and 1.1%. The oncological significance of such a secondary tumoral manifestation is not yet known. Is it a laproscopy-related complication or just a sign of immunosupressed host? More studies are certainly useful to precise the answer.